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Zhangjiajie
in winter.
A practical, no-fluff route through Wulingyuan, Tianmen Mountain and the Grand
Canyon — with the real ticket structure, walking times, transport, payments, packing
and the mistakes to avoid.

3 days
WULINGYUAN CORE

5–6 hours
TIANMEN MOUNTAIN

½ day
GRAND CANYON

D E TA I L E D  E D I T I O N
W I N T E R  2 0 2 6  /  2 7
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Three places,
not one.
The most common — and most expensive — mistake is assuming Wulingyuan, Tianmen Mountain and the Glass Bridge are one park with one ticket. They are
three separate scenic areas, up to about 1.5 hours apart.

Zhangjiajie city
Airport · high-speed rail · Tianmen cable car ·
hotels

→
Wulingyuan
National forest park · Yuanjiajie · Golden Whip
Stream · Tianzi Mountain

→
Grand Canyon
Glass Bridge · canyon walk · Cili County

0 1  ·  W U L I N G Y U A N

The national forest park
The core. Yuanjiajie and the “Avatar” pillars,
Golden Whip Stream, Tianzi Mountain, Bailong
Elevator. Gates and shuttle buses inside. Plan
2–3 days.

Ticket: about ¥228 · 4-day multi-entry
Base: Wulingyuan town, near the gate

0 2  ·  T I A N M E N

A separate mountain
Above Zhangjiajie city, not inside Wulingyuan.
Cable car from the city, cliff walkways, Tianmen
Cave and 999 steps. One full day; its own
ticket.

Ticket: about ¥258–288 incl. cable car
Base: Zhangjiajie city

0 3  ·  G R A N D  C A N YO N

The Glass Bridge
A third, separate attraction in Cili County. The
glass bridge, canyon walk, and optional
bungee/zipline. Half a day; not included in
either mountain ticket.

Ticket: about ¥167
Base: city or Wulingyuan, by car

VISA-FREE QUICK CHECK BEFORE YOU FLY

Visa and entry rules can change. Confirm with the Chinese embassy or your airline before
travel.

Which base fits your plan?

BASE BEST FOR TRADE-OFF

Wulingyuan town Park-first trips, 2–3 days, early gate entry Quiet evenings; fewer city restaurants

Zhangjiajie city Tianmen, airport/rail arrival, one-night stays 40–60 minutes each way to the park

Cili / Grand Canyon Glass Bridge as the main event Not a good base for Wulingyuan

Avoid commuting from Zhangjiajie city to Wulingyuan for three consecutive days: it adds 1.5–2 hours of transfer time and puts you behind the first shuttle wave.

How far apart they are

ROUTE APPROX. TIME HOW

Airport → Wulingyuan 45–60 min Car / pre-booked transfer

Zhangjiajie city → Wulingyuan 40–60 min Car, DiDi or bus

City → Grand Canyon 1–1.5 h Car / small group

Wulingyuan → Grand Canyon 1–1.5 h Car, via Cili

50-country scheme: ordinary passports, up to 30 days, for tourism, business, family
visits or transit. Valid through 31 Dec 2026.

✓

Russia: the current visa-free window runs to 31 Dec 2027. Confirm your passport
category before booking.

✓

US passport: not in the 50-country list; eligible travellers may use 240-hour visa-free
transit instead.

✓

Passport valid 6+ months; onward ticket; hotel address for arrival cards.✓

Link a Visa/Mastercard to Alipay or WeChat Pay in advance.✓

Download an offline map and a translation app; save the Chinese names of
your hotels and gates.

✓

ZHANGJIAJIE WINTER PLANNING PACK · DETAILED 01 / 07



W H E N  &  H O W  M U C H ZHANGJIA JIE /  02

Winter is quiet.
Plan for the cold.
December to February is the cheapest and quietest window, but the mountain makes its own weather. Snow and cloud sea are possible — never guaranteed.
Build in a buffer day if photography is the priority.

What winter feels like

CITY / PARK TYPICAL WINTER

Zhangjiajie city Around 3–9°C; damp, grey spells

Wulingyuan / Tianmen Colder and windier; ice on steps

Daylight Short; start at opening, not midday

Cloud sea Possible after rain/cold fronts; not guaranteed

Mountain lifts and walkways can close temporarily in ice, high wind or heavy fog. Keep one flexible
day; don’t schedule a fixed departure the same evening.

Official reference tickets

ATTRACTION PRICE

Wulingyuan core (4-day) ≈ ¥228

Tianmen Mountain (cable car) ≈ ¥258–288

Grand Canyon + Glass Bridge ≈ ¥167

Huanglong Cave ≈ ¥118

Winter core rate (from 1 Dec) ≈ ¥115–136

Tickets are separate. Cable cars, the Bailong Elevator and activities may be charged
separately; confirm at the gate. Prices change by season and policy.

Planning budget (per person, excluding flights)

STYLE PER DAY WHAT IT BUYS

Lean ¥450–700 Hostel/guesthouse, local buses, simple meals, one major ticket

Comfortable ¥800–1,400 3–4★ hotel near the gate, private transfers/taxi, guide on key days

Trip package reference $150–560 2-day Wulingyuan from $150–230; 4-day Wulingyuan + Tianmen from $380–560

Budget figures are planning estimates, not quotes. Hotel prices spike around Chinese New Year and the first snow; book the Wulingyuan gate area early if you want to walk in at opening.

Extra costs people forget

M O N E Y - S AV I N G  N OT E S

Book hotels directly or on Chinese platforms for the gate area; package
prices often hide a shopping stop. Carry cash for small stalls but pay big
tickets by card/phone. Winter rates start on 1 December — a late-November
arrival may pay high-season prices for the first day.

Bailong Elevator: usually charged separately from the park ticket; check one-way
vs return.

✓

Cable cars: Tianzi/Yangjiajie lifts and the Ten-Mile Gallery mini-train are separate
small tickets.

✓

Glass Bridge extras: bungee, zipline and guided activities cost extra and can close
in wind.

✓

Transfers: airport ↔ Wulingyuan and Wulingyuan ↔ city are not included in park
tickets.

✓
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Three days inside
the pillar forest.
This is the classic route: one easy valley day, one big “Avatar” day, one ridge-and-gallery day. It keeps backtracking low and gives you two chances at clear
views.

W H E R E  TO  S TAY

Wulingyuan town for the park: 10–20 minutes from the gate, restaurants
and buses. Staying in Zhangjiajie city and commuting daily wastes 1.5–2
hours. Move to the city for your Tianmen day.

I F  YO U  H AV E  L E S S  /  M O R E  T I M E

2 days: skip Tianzi, do Golden Whip + Yuanjiajie. 4 days: add Tianzi sunrise
or a second Yuanjiajie morning for cloud sea. Photography: add a buffer day
and keep the itinerary flexible.

Walking times exclude shuttle waits and photo stops. Steps can be icy in January; waterproof shoes and a walking stick help. The park is large — check the last shuttle time at your gate before
starting the final descent.

G AT E  C H O I C E

Wulingyuan gate is convenient for the town and Golden Whip Stream.
Forest Park gate puts you closer to the Yuanjiajie shuttle. Pick the gate that
matches your hotel; crossing the park to the other gate wastes time.

P H OTO  T I M I N G

Winter sunrise is late enough to enter at opening; the best light is usually the
first two hours and the last hour. Yuanjiajie and Tianzi are the classic
viewpoints; fog can erase the view, so keep a second morning free.

Difficulty at a glance

SECTION STEPS / TERRAIN EASIER OPTION

Golden Whip Stream Mostly flat, 7.5 km Shuttle back; no major climb

Yuanjiajie loop Steps and viewpoints, 5–6 h Bailong Elevator up; shuttle between platforms

Tianzi Mountain Ridge steps, 4–5 h Cable car + shuttle; skip the lower loop

What you are actually looking at

STOP WHY STOP

Hallelujah Mountain The renamed Southern Sky Column; the classic “Avatar” view from Yuanjiajie.

Natural Bridge A natural stone arch; short walk, big payoff, usually busy midday.

Mihun Platform Layered pillar views; best when fog is moving through.

Tianzi / Helong Park Broad ridge panorama; the strongest sunrise option.

Ten-Mile Gallery Valley walk with named peaks; easy, scenic, good for tired legs.

DAY 1  ·  ARRIVE + GOLDEN WHIP STREAM

Flat valley walk, 7.5 km · 2.5–3 hours
Drop bags in Wulingyuan town, enter at the Wulingyuan/forest-park gate, and walk the stream path. Shaded, mostly flat, follow the water; shuttle or walk back. This is the
gentlest introduction and a good leg-saver.

DAY 2  ·  YUANJIA JIE  + AVATAR VIE WPOINTS

Bailong Elevator or shuttle up · 5–6 hours on foot
Start at opening. Hallelujah Mountain (the Southern Sky Column), the Natural Bridge, Mihun Platform and the Yuanjiajie loop. The elevator queue can be long; the shuttle
alternative costs time but avoids the wait. Stay for late-afternoon light if the sky opens.

DAY 3  ·  T IANZI  MOUNTAIN + TEN-MILE GALLERY

Ridge views + gallery walk · 4–5 hours
Morning on Tianzi Mountain for the broadest ridge views, then the Ten-Mile Gallery walk or mini-train. Shuttle back to the gate; transfer to Zhangjiajie city, the airport or the
high-speed station.
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One city mountain.
One glass bridge.
Tianmen is a full day from Zhangjiajie city. The Grand Canyon is a half-day add-on. Neither is inside Wulingyuan; both need their own tickets and their own
transfer.

TIANMEN ·  5–6 HOURS GRAND CANYON ·  ½ DAY

If you have five days: the clean combined route

DAY BASE PLAN

1 Wulingyuan Arrive, Golden Whip Stream, settle in

2 Wulingyuan Yuanjiajie + Avatar viewpoints

3 Wulingyuan Tianzi Mountain + Ten-Mile Gallery

4 Zhangjiajie city Tianmen Mountain, cable car + cave

5 City / Cili Grand Canyon Glass Bridge, then depart

Getting between them
Airport (DYG) to Wulingyuan: about 45–60 minutes by car. City to Wulingyuan: 40–60 minutes. City to Grand Canyon: about 1–1.5 hours. High-speed trains arrive at
Zhangjiajie West; the old station is closer to Tianmen’s cable car. Use DiDi/Alipay or a pre-booked driver; agree the price first.

Tianmen: choose your route

OPTION HOW IT WORKS BEST FOR

Cable car up + down Long scenic ride from the city; walk the top loop First visit, clear weather

Shuttle up + cable car down Bus to the mountain, descend by cable car When the cable-car queue is long

Cliff walk + cave only Skip the summit loop; focus on the cave and glass path Short days, limited mobility

I F  W E AT H E R  C LO S E S  A  M O U N TA I N

Swap in Huanglong Cave, Baofeng Lake or a city food day. Lift and walkway
closures are usually temporary; do not buy a fixed same-day train ticket for
the evening.

G R A N D  C A N YO N :  T I C K E T  V S  A C T I V I T I E S

The glass bridge and canyon walk are the base ticket. Bungee, zipline and
other activities are separate add-ons, weather-dependent, and not included
in the Wulingyuan or Tianmen ticket.

MORNING

Cable car from the city
The long cable car ride is the opening act. Book a slot in peak season; weather can
suspend it.

MIDDAY

Cliff walkways + Tianmen Cave
Glass and cliff paths, then the 999 steps (or escalator) to the natural arch. Allow 3–4
hours on the mountain.

AFTERNOON

Descend + city
Shuttle/cable car down; dinner in the city. Don’t schedule a same-evening train if the
weather is marginal.

TRANSFER

About 1–1.5 hours by car
From Zhangjiajie city or Wulingyuan; arrange a driver or join a small group.

ON SITE

Glass Bridge + canyon walk
Walk the bridge, then the canyon path. Optional bungee/zipline is a separate
add-on and weather-dependent.

BACK

Return by late afternoon
Combine with a city evening; don’t try to squeeze it into a Wulingyuan park
day.
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The details that
make it easy.
Money & connectivity

Food & hotels

Pack for winter

Scams to skip

A R R I VA L  D AY

Buy/activate your data plan, test Alipay or WeChat Pay, pick up cash, save
hotel and gate names in Chinese, and confirm tomorrow’s park gate. If you
arrive after dark, stay in the city and transfer in the morning.

H E A LT H  &  S A F E T Y

No special vaccinations for standard trips; carry personal medicine. Icy steps
are the main risk — use the handrails, take the elevator/cable car if unsure,
and avoid unmarked shortcuts. Travel insurance should cover hiking and
weather delays.

Save before you go
Apps: Alipay / WeChat Pay · DiDi · Amap or Baidu Maps · a translation app · airline app. Also save: ticket screenshots, hotel address in Chinese, insurance policy number, your

embassy/consulate contact.

Quick answers
Do I need a guide? No for the main Wulingyuan routes; signage and shuttles are
manageable. A guide helps for sunrise photography, older travellers or a tight
schedule.
Can I do it in two days? Yes: one Wulingyuan day (Yuanjiajie) + one Tianmen day. It’s
fast but doable.

Is it safe in winter? Yes, with normal care; ice and fog are the main issues. Lifts may
pause in wind.
What if the cloud sea doesn’t appear? It’s weather, not a booking. Keep a buffer day
or treat the fog as the atmosphere — the park is still dramatic.

Need your dates checked?
Send your passport country, arrival date and travel style. We reply within 24 hours with a day-by-day plan and an itemised quote from our licensed partner — no
payment, no sales call until you ask.

zjj.8755433.workers.dev · 8755433@qq.com

Link a foreign Visa/Mastercard to Alipay or WeChat Pay before flying; test a small
payment.

✓

Carry ¥300–500 cash for stalls, toilets and small vendors.✓

Ticket windows at main gates usually take foreign cards; smaller stalls may not.✓

Buy a China eSIM/data plan before arrival; download offline maps and translation.✓

Wulingyuan town: Tujia and Hunan food, sanxiaguo, smoked pork; ask for mild if
needed.

✓

Mountain food is limited and pricier; carry snacks and water.✓

Stay near the gate for park days; move to the city for Tianmen/airport.✓

Chinese New Year and first-snow weekends sell out — book early.✓

Waterproof shoes with grip; ice on steps is the real risk.✓

Warm layers, gloves, hat, windproof shell; temperatures drop on the ridges.✓

Power bank, universal adapter, light rain cover for your bag.✓

Passport, hotel addresses in Chinese, and a screenshot of your tickets.✓

“Skip the queue” touts at gates — buy official tickets only.✓

Cheap tours with shopping stops; ask for an itemised, no-shopping quote.✓

Taxis without a meter; use DiDi or agree the fare first.✓

“Today only” ticket bundles that mix separate attractions.✓
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Final checklist.
Useful phrases.
A last pass over the things that actually cause problems at the gate: documents, payments, connectivity, and knowing what to say when you need help.

24-HOUR CHECKLIST USEFUL CHINESE

ENGLISH CHINESE / PINYIN

Hello 你好 · nǐ hǎo

Thank you 谢谢 · xièxie

How much? 多少钱？· duōshao qián?

No spicy, please 不要辣 · bú yào là

Where is the toilet? 洗手间在哪里？· xǐshǒujiān zài nǎlǐ?

I don’t understand 我不懂 · wǒ bù dǒng

Please help me 请帮帮我 · qǐng bāng bang wǒ

Questions that come up on the ground
Can I buy tickets at the gate? Yes at main gates, but winter hours are shorter and
popular slots sell out around holidays. Buy official tickets online where possible.

Do I need a guide? Not for the classic Wulingyuan loop. A guide is useful for sunrise
photography, families with older walkers, or a very tight schedule.

Can I pay by card everywhere? No. Main ticket offices usually accept foreign cards;
stalls, toilets and small restaurants may be cash or phone-only.

What if it rains? The park still works in rain — bring a shell and expect fog. Lightning,
ice and high wind can close lifts; keep the day flexible.

How fit do I need to be? You can see the highlights with cable cars and shuttles, but
expect 10,000–20,000 steps on full days. Golden Whip Stream is the flat alternative.

Is the cloud sea guaranteed? No. It is weather, not a product. A buffer day improves
your odds.

E M E R G E N C Y  &  D O C U M E N T S

Police 110 · Ambulance 120 · Fire 119 · Tourism hotline 12301 (where available). Lost passport: file a police report and contact your embassy or consulate; keep a photo of
your passport and visa on your phone.

Sources: official scenic-area price notices; Rednet (23 Sep 2020); Xinhua (28 Apr 2023); operator notices. Photo credits: Pexels contributors; Wikimedia Commons — SHdyroff, chensiyuan (CC BY-SA
4.0). This pack is general information, not a booking contract. Verify visa, ticket and transport rules before travel. Prices and opening times can change.

Passport valid 6+ months; visa/transit eligibility confirmed; onward ticket saved
offline.

✓

Hotel address and phone in Chinese; first night near the correct gate.✓

Alipay/WeChat Pay linked and tested; ¥300–500 cash; a backup physical card.✓

Data eSIM or roaming active; offline map, translation app, tickets screenshot.✓

Waterproof shoes, warm layers, gloves, power bank, personal medicine.✓

Travel insurance covering hiking and weather delays.✓
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Two days,
hour by hour.
A realistic shape for the two big days. Times include normal shuttle waits and photo stops; add 30–60 minutes on holidays or after fresh snow.

YUANJIA JIE  DAY TIANMEN DAY

Light & weather playbook

CONDITIONS WHAT TO EXPECT WHAT TO DO

Clear and cold Long views, blue sky, hard shadows Best for panoramas; start at Yuanjiajie or Tianzi early

Fog / cloud sea Peaks appear and disappear; sun may break through Wait 10–15 minutes at one viewpoint instead of chasing; shoot into the light

Snow / ice Beautiful, but steps and lifts may close Microspikes or grippy shoes; use handrails; skip exposed shortcuts

Rain Wet rock, low cloud, fewer people Waterproof shell + bag cover; the valley walks still work

Budget worksheet

ITEM LOW HIGH NOTES

Wulingyuan ticket ¥115 ¥228 Winter vs high season, 4-day

Tianmen ticket ¥258 ¥288 Cable car included

Grand Canyon ¥167 ¥167 Base ticket; activities extra

Hotel / night ¥250 ¥800 Gate area vs city, winter weekday

Food / day ¥100 ¥250 Local meals vs hotel restaurants

Local transport / day ¥100 ¥300 Shuttles, taxi/DiDi, transfers

Use this as a worksheet, not a quote. Add guide fees, equipment rental and shopping separately. Winter rates and hotel prices move around Chinese New Year.

07:30

At the gate
Arrive before opening; buy/activate tickets, use the toilet, check shuttle board.

08:00

Shuttle or Bailong Elevator
Choose the elevator for speed or the shuttle for fewer queues; agree a meeting
point.

08:30–11:30

Yuanjiajie viewpoints
Hallelujah Mountain, Natural Bridge, Mihun Platform. Walk the loop slowly; fog
changes by the minute.

12:00

Lunch + warm-up
Simple mountain lunch or carried snacks; hot drinks are worth it in winter.

13:00–16:00

Second loop / Yangjiajie option
Use the afternoon for the viewpoints you missed or a quieter side loop; keep an
eye on the last shuttle.

16:30

Descend
Elevator/shuttle down; allow buffer for queues. Back in Wulingyuan town by
about 17:30.

08:00

Cable-car base
Book a slot; check wind/visibility. The ride itself takes about 30 minutes.

08:40

Top station
Walk the cliff loop; glass sections first before the crowds build.

09:00–12:00

Cliff paths + Tianmen Cave
999 steps or escalator to the arch; allow time for photos and the walk back.

12:30

Lunch
Eat at the top or descend for a late lunch in the city; avoid a tight same-day train.

13:30

Descend
Cable car or shuttle down, depending on weather and queues.

15:00

City buffer
Coffee, hotel check-in or transfer. Keep 1–2 hours spare if you fly/train out the
same day.
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